
 

ARE YOU TALKING TO ME? 
1 Samuel 3:1-11 

Pastor Marvin 
 

STARTER:  God wants a relationship with you.  Do you hear Him when He speaks to you?   
Our lives can be so busy with various noises and distractions that we can miss the still small voice of God.  
Some of us have never heard His voice. However, that does not mean He is not speaking to us.  Pastor Marvin 
shared a story about a job applicant who heard his potential employer who was speaking to him in Morse 
Codes.  Of the numerous applicants, he was the only one who heard, understood and responded to the employer 
who was looking for someone who understood the language.   Are your ears tuned in to God’s frequency?  How 
can we hear God’s voice?  When you hear God’s voice how should you respond?  
Read: 1 Samuel 3, 1-11 
What are the main lessons/ take away from the passage? 
This passage is about young Samuel who was under the care and mentorship of Eli the Priest.  His duty was to 
be available to Eli to assist him in his duties as a priest and in so doing learning about the ways of God.  The 
Bible says “in those days, there were not many visions”.  One night Samuel was lying down in the temple 
when he heard a voice and he thought that it was Eli who was calling him.  Three times he heard the voice and 
he ran to Eli.  Verse 7 states, “Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord. The word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him”. On the third time Eli recognized that Samuel must have been hearing the voice of God.  So he 
instructed him to “go lie down “say “Speak Lord, for your Servant is listening”.  The next time the Lord called 
Samuel he heard and answered and God spoke directly with him.   
 
God is in the relationship business.  If you are in a relationship with another person there is a back and 
forth communication.  You share your joys, sadness, hopes and dreams. How do we know that God 
communicates with his people?  John 8: 47 states “Whoever belongs to God hears what God says”.  John 10: 
27 states “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS  
What are some Examples of People who heard God’s Voice? What did he reveal to them? How did they 
react when they heard God’s voice?  
 
1. God spoke to Adam     (Genesis 2 and 3) 
2. God spoke Noah       (Genesis 6) 
3. God spoke to Abraham   (Genesis 17) 
4. God spoke to Moses   (Exodus 3) 
5. God spoke to Mary   (Luke 1) 
6. God Spoke to Paul    (Acts 9) 
 
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE WAYS THAT GOD SPEAKS TO US 

1. God speaks through His WORD  ( Psalm 119:105) 
The word is a lamp, a guide.  We need to spend time reading and studying His word and ask God to 
reveal His wisdom to us.  2 Timothy 3:16 says that all Scripture is “God-breathed.” His Word 
sometimes gives us a warning, a word of encouragement, or a lesson for life.  God’s Word is a guide for 
our lives, so that we may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

2. God speaks through PEOPLE  ( James 3:17, Ephesians 4: 11-12) 
Some people are gifted to edify the body of Christ.  Their job is to guide us and to help us in our walk 
with God.  Are they walking with the Lord? Are they pure, peaceful, impartial and sincere?  It is our 



 

duty to listen keenly and then see if what you are told lines us with God’s Word. Pray about what you 
have heard and ask God to reveal the truth to you. 

3. God speaks through the HOLY SPIRIT ( Roman 8:16) 
It is our duty to tune our ears into the Holy Spirit and to learn to discern when God is speaking to us.  
The Bible says, “My sheep will hear my voice.”  Some people say that “God’s whispers,” while others 
say, “God’s still, small voice.” We are made in the image of God, and when we confess Jesus and follow 
Him as our Lord and Savior, His Spirit comes to live in us (John 14:17, 1 Corinthians 3:16). God’s 
Spirit speaks to us through our conscience, helping to make the right decision. When we’re tempted, that 
same Spirit warns and nudges us to do the right thing. 
Have you noticed that several individuals will “hear” a sermon, but each person will walk away with a 
different truth that applies to him? In some cases, the speaker never spoke a particular thing and yet 
some people say they “heard.” Many times, that may be the result of God’s Spirit speaking a personal 
“Rhema,” a living, breathing word of truth to our spirits. It’s when Scripture comes alive to us–because 
it is truly “God-breathed.” 

4. God speaks through VISIONS (1Samuel 3) and DREAMS  (Joseph in Genesis 37:1-11) 
God used dreams and visions (visions are “waking dreams”; see Numbers 24:4) several times in the 
Bible to communicate with people. Visions seem to have been common enough that we sometimes miss 
what is being communicated. An absence of visions was due, at times, to a shortage of prophets (1 
Samuel 3:1) and other times due to the disobedience of God’s people (1 Samuel 28:6). 

 
WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL STEPS WE CAN TAKE TO HEAR GOD’S VOICE?   
How do we Tune into God? 
 

1. Avoid interference and distractions.  
Sin distracts us from the Lord.  Being too busy distracts us. What are some other things that can 
distract us from God and prevent us from hearing his voice? 

2. Study the Word.  
Have you noticed that you can read the same passage at various times and it has new meaning to 
you?  The Word refreshes, guides, comforts and protects us.  Read the Word and apply it to your life. 
Hide the Word of God in your heart. 

3. Be still. Lie down in His presence.   
Jesus spent quiet time with God.  Samuel was lying in the temple when God spoke to him.  We will need 
to find a quiet moment to “come before His presence” to hear His voice. 

4. Ask God to reveal what He is saying to you. 
Draw near to Him with a True heart.  Confess your sins and ask God to make you whole and open your 
spiritual ears. In that quiet moment, pray to God and ask Him to reveal His Word to you.  Say, “Speak 
Lord for I am listening”.  

5. When you hear His voice, be obedient. 
1 Sam 3:19 says that Samuel did not let any of God’s words fall to the ground.  Obedience to God is the 
key to living a blessed and fulfilled life.   

 
DIVING DEEPER  
God is the same God yesterday, today and forever will be.  He spoke to Adam, Moses, Noah, Mary Samuel and he speaks 
to us each day.  It is our duty to Listen and Obey.  He wants a genuine, daily communication with you. Tune in to Him 
daily and develop your relationship with God.  
If you are not hearing from God start carving out half an hour each day to sit in His presence. Read His Word and ask 
Him to reveal Himself to you.  God can use you to do wonderful and mighty things for Him and others. We just need to 
have a willing and open heart. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.   

1. What is God saying to you?    
2. Are you being obedient?  
3. What are some of the blessings of being obedient to God?   
4. What are some of the consequences of not being obedient to God?    


